}66                          A BUDGET OF PARADOXES.
founded upon the principle of an universal Plenum of elementary fire....By R. Lovett, Worcester, 1774, 8vo.
Mr. Lovett6 was one of those ether philosophers who bring in elastic fluid as an explanation by imposition of words, without deducing any one phenomenon from what we know of it. And yet he says that attraction has received no support from geometry; though geometry, applied to a particular law of attraction, had shown how to predict the motions of the bodies of the solar system. He, and many of his stamp, have not the least idea of the confirmation of a theory by accordance of deduced results with observation posterior to the theory.
BAILLY'S EXAGGERATED VIEW OF ASTRONOMY.
Lettres sur 1'Atlantide de Platon, et sur Fancien Histoire de 1'Asie, pour servir de suite aux lettres sur 1'origine des Sciences, adressees a M. de Voltaire, par M. Bailly.1 London and Paris, 1779, 8vo.
I might enter here all Bailly's histories of astronomy.2 The paradox which runs through them all more or less, is the doctrine that astronomy is of immense antiquity, coming from some forgotten source, probably the drowned island of Plato, peopled by a race whom Bailly makes, as has
6 Richard Lovett (1692-1780) was a good deal of a charlatan. He claimed to have studied electrical phenomena, and in 1758 advertised that he could effect marvelous cures, especially of sore throat, by means of electricity. Before publishing the works mentioned by De Morgan he had issued others of similar character, including The Subtile Medium proved (London, 1756) and The Reviewers Reviewed (London, 1760).
1Jean Sylvain Bailly (1736-1793), member of the Academic frangaise and of the Academie des sciences, first deputy elected to represent Paris in the Etats-generaux (1789), president of the first National Assembly, and mayor of Paris (1789-1791). For his vigor as mayor in keeping the peace, and for his manly defence of the Queen, he was guillotined. He was an astronomer of ability, but is best known for his histories of the science.
'These were the Histoire de YAstronomie ancienne (1775), Histoire de YAstronomie moderne (1778-1783), Histoire de YAstronomie indienne et orientale (1787), and Lettres sur Yorigine des peuples de I'Aste (1775).